Oct. 18-21, 2002

Left thurs. night after softball with Stu.  Kollman had appendix out, so he was out as well.  Met Mark down there at 1:00.  Fixed the steering on the Whaler, and stayed up until 4:45.  Woke at 6:00 and hit the water by 6:45.  A herd of boats at Goose, all guides going to Spalding and St. Charles.  We preceded to pelican cut first thing, 30 min. trip in the Whaler, going about 39mph.  A few small fish, and we moved to Panther.  Made one long wade around a boat sitting on the spot.  No fish.  Decided we had not had enough sleep, so we were going to head back.  We though we would give Pelican cut another try.  Good call.  100 fish later, of which 17 were keeper trout to 20”, 3 big reds and 2 good flounder.  Bone spook Jr. as well as red assassins did the trick.

The next day, we slept in and took our time, since the water was pretty cool, and the action did not seem to heat up until afternoon.  The water was b/t 75 and 78 degrees, and very fresh.  The wind was pretty big the first day, but was not as bad, out of the SSE both days.  We arrived at Pelican cut around 11:30.  The water was about 3 or 4 inches higher than the day before, and the action was very slow.  Reds were back in the grass, and the trout were low and inactive.  Then 5:00 came.  I walked to the back, catching some small guys and preceded up front, with Mark and Stu hitting the common point, I was in the south channel of the split.  I continued to throw top all day.  As I got there, the action lit up, just ahead of a big wind and pressure change.  A moderate norther was coming, and the fish came up and the top bite was lights out.  Every cast, the topwater bait was popped a foot or more in the air.  I caught 3 in a row, and Mark and Stu took the cue.  They proceeded to have the same luck, every cast.  We were able to fish for about 45 minutes more, which produced fish on every cast.  We ended up with 21 keeper trout and a nice flounder.  Probably caught a total of 80 fish in that span.  The wind shifted from the N at 25-35, and the tidal flow was like cedar bayou 20 years ago.

Time for the waders, especially if the sun does not come out.  Overcast the entire 2 days.  

