Oct 12,13,14    2003
Sunday took Stu and I to Kollmans to kidnap him for his B-day.  Mr. Scott met us down there for surprise #2.  We hit the water Sun. afternoon, tried the Pelican cut in SA bay, to no avail.  Moved south and finally stopped at Carlos, where Koll lost a monster.  That inspired us to return Mon. morning.  The result was a 28.5", 61/2 lb sow, 2 24.5" fatties and several other bigguns, plus 10 reds (one 11.5 lber).  Perfect conditions, with light N wind, light rain, water 75 degrees.  Surprise #3 was Jay Watkins for Kollman, who was gracious enough to take us out Tuesday.  We started in a back lake N of Panther, which produced a few nice trout, bait everywhere.  We next proceeded to a spot on the east shoreline of south SA bay, which produced a nice tout, no thanks to the airboat.  We moved to Ayers cove just after the front hit.  We started up front, moving slowly to the back.  We stopped in a line and proceeded to catch 14 keeper reds, one oversized, 2 nice trout to 25" and a big flatty (BJ).  Excellent trip!  Jay Watkins has more fishing knowledge in his pinky than I will ever have, and he is willing to share what he knows.  He gave us all kinds of hints while working the bait, along with where fish are at what time of year, what particular spots will produce in the winter, and where he has caught his big fish (sounds like a boat load).  We enjoyed our time immensely, and cannot recommend him strongly enough. If you want to be a better fisherman, hire Jay!
 

